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As we move into the month of November and the greatest Holiday of Thanksgiving is nearing, I
wanted to take some time to reach out and tell you all again that I am truly thankful for this church and
the support that you have shown me and my family. I really do love Thanksgiving and feel that it is a
holiday out of time in today’s “me first” culture. We buzz from the ordinary to “Black Friday”
shopping without so much as a “thanks for the meal” or “hey that was nice”. Note: I am not saying
Christmas shopping is bad, but if we jump past the heart of thankfulness then we lean far too much into
the entitled life of what I want or what I have to get to “keep up with the Joneses”.
We read in Psalm 100:1-5, “Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with
gladness; come before him with joyful songs. Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we
are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with thanksgiving and his courts
with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever;
his faithfulness continues through all generations.” (NIV)
The Psalmist is speaking of having a heart of gratefulness. He is speaking of having our
worship filled with a gladness for God. When we enter God’s presence, we are to have a heart of
thanksgiving. How can we have that heart? We live in times of peril and fear. The Psalmist clearly did
not know what we would be going through. We look at the world around us and say how can we be
thankful for anything in this time? The Psalmist answers that question with this thought: you’re looking
the wrong way. “For the Lord is good and his love endures forever, his faithfulness continues through
all generations”.
Notice our eyes are not on the worldly working or chaos, but on the Lord. Not just looking at
Him but truly seeing that He is good. There is a line in C.S. Lewis’s The Lion the Witch and the
Wardrobe (if you have not read it, you should): Three of the four children, Peter, Susan and Lucy, are
with the Beavers and they are speaking of Aslan (the great lion). One of the girls asks, “is he safe?” and
Mr. Beaver says, “‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the king, I tell you.” In this story, Aslan is
a picture of Christ; and while following Him is not safe, He is good. The Psalmist says the Lord is
good.
Next the Psalmist says, “his love endures forever”. We can be thankful for the fact that God’s
love for us will never end. The love of God is unconditional, and it compels us to be like Him, and thus
we change. What I mean by that is that God loves you the way that you are but is unwilling to leave
you the way He found you. His love was there in my life before I ever accepted Him as Lord and
Savior, and it will ever be there; but God did not leave me in my anger, sin and doubt. He called me to
more. God’s love motivates us to not stay in our sin but to be like Him. Holy, set apart for His use. So,
we can thank God for His never-ending love.

Lastly the Psalmist says, “his faithfulness continues through all generations”. Not once in my 40
years has God not taken care of me or my family. I am the second of 6 kids in a pastor’s family, and
Dad did not make much money even for that time, but we never were without. God used His people to
care for the needs of our family, and while it was rough going at times God was still working. I can tell
you story after story of God’s faithful working in Allison’s and my life. It was not only to show us that
He is faithful, but so that we can reassure others that God is faithful in every situation. Sure, it may be
bumpy, but God is still beside us - loving us, showing us the way, and at times carrying our weak and
weary bodies. His faithfulness lasts to all generations. From the being of this life until the ending of
time, God has been and will be good and loving and faithful.
So, in this month of giving thanks, meditate on what God has done and is doing for you. Let
Him show you His love, goodness and faithfulness, and then share that with the people you meet at the
grocery store, at the gas station, or just out on the street. Start with a thankful heart and see what the
promise of the birth of God’s son in December will show you.
Blessings,
Pastor Steve

November Birthdays:
3rd
5th
13th
14th
27th
28th
30th

Haley Sullivan
David Higgs
Alexis Bartel
Beverly Olney
John Cook
Brad Miller
Andrew Cook
Tom Ingraham

November Anniversaries:
11th

John & Cindy Curtis

Kitchen Item:
The kitchen item for
November is:
Paper Towels

Upcoming Events
Men’s Group
The next Men’s Group meeting is Saturday, October 31st at 10:00
AM. There will be team building exercises and brunch will be
served. Please come if you’re interested in joining.
Life Ladies
The Life Ladies will meet after church on Sunday, November 15th to pack
bags for Sha’s Factory. Please bring the items you’re donating and a dish
to pass for lunch!

John Cook’s friend Lisa Perkins broke her back
due to a tumor. She was unaware of the tumor,
and they are unsure if it is cancerous.
In and Around the Community

Joan Purvee’s daughter, Karen, had emergency
gall bladder surgery in early October. We’re
happy to hear she’s doing well.

Thank you to everyone who gave a donation to
CURE in leu of being able to have our CURE picnic
this year. We raised $850!

Remember Dan and Angela Cater in your prayers
as they try to sleep-train baby Sophie.

Dale Rowley travelled to Texas to help his son and
daughter-in-law with their four young daughters.
A few days after her got there, Bonnie (daughterin-law) found out that her assistant and some
associates tested positive for Covid-19. Bonnie's
mother and Dale immediately left and got rooms
at a local hotel. Bonnie's mother, Marcy, then
started to show symptoms for Covid-19 and
tested positive. However, Bonnie's test came back
negative, and Dale remained symptom free. If he
receives a negative test, he will be returning home
and will quarantine. They are unsure how Marcy
(Bonnie's mother) contracted the virus. Then
Bonnie and all four granddaughters were
symptomatic, but thankfully, all had mild cases.
The OB/GYN practice that Bonnie works for was
temporarily closed. Dale and Kevin (Dale and
Lisa's son) quarantined at a B&B while the rest of
the family recovered. Kevin received his second
negative test and returned to work. Dale has
returned home and is finishing his time
quarantining.
Thankfully
Dale
remained
symptom-free the entire time. The family thanks
everyone for their prayers during this scary time.
MacKenzie Jenks had oral surgery in early
October. We’re glad you’re on the mend!
Please keep Jordan Smith, a friend of Andrew
Cook’s, in your prayers. His father passed away
unexpectedly in early October, and he’s having a
difficult time.
Congratulations to Alli Worrall on her new job!
She is now able to work from home, and this is a
much better fit for her and the family. We’re
thrilled to hear of this new opportunity!

Our annual Harvest Supper looked very different
this year but was a success! We served take-outs
only with ham, raisin sauce, potatoes, bread, and
brownies. We sold 175 take-outs and made a
$1,100 profit! Because we were unable to have a
bake sale, we had a 50/50 raffle instead. Of the
$142 raised, $71 went to Nancy Walker (Life
Ladies) and $71 went to the youth group. Thank
you to Sandy Strasenburgh and all who helped!
Natalie Cook had her tonsils removed in late
October. She’s in a lot of pain, but slowly
recovering.
Please remember young Jackson in your prayers.
We had prayed for Jackson, who was born with
half a heart, in the past. He’s now 3-years-old and
has had his third open heart surgery.
Pastor Steve’s mother had been taken to the
hospital in mid-October. She had a deep infection
though they are not quite sure where it is located.
They believe that this is part of what she has been
going through for the past few months with
feeling cold and so on. We’re happy to hear that
she is now home. She was trying to do the laundry
already, so she must be feeling better!
Dale Rowley’s nephew has been diagnosed with
Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. His kidneys are failing,
and he’s currently in intensive care.
Congratulations to newly-weds Margaret (Wells)
and Joe Johansen! The two were married on
October 24th.
Mary Callari is continuing to heal after her
shoulder surgery. She had a few rough nights but
has had good days.

Frank Hoffman's 73-year-old sister-in-law, Kathy
Hoffman, was diagnosed with Covid in Houston,
Texas. She had been in the hospital for several
days and spent time under sedation with a
ventilator. She is now off the ventilator and
sedation. If her condition stays the sames, she will
be moved to a full-time care; physical therapy
facility. Our prayers are paving the way.
Tammy Cook’s friend, Renee Berggren who has
Meniere’s disease (an inner ear problem) that has
not gone away. Please pray for comfort.

Youth group member Taylor Holzshuh is a
member of the Kendall cross country team and is
suffering from a knee problem. We pray for
healing.
We continue to remember in
prayer: EhLaw Chaw & Frank
Hoffman, Pam Dutton, Chap Fabry,
Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice Richardson,
Sally Shiffer, and the youth group. Cards, notes, and
visits are always welcome.

Lauren Miller is applying to U of R. Fingers
crossed!

Attention!
Sunday School

We are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday school for both the elementary and high school
levels. The program we are using includes guided materials and teacher books. If you would like
to be a teacher and be added to the rotation, please see Brad Miller.
Coffee Hour
Coffee hour is again happening in MacQueen Hall following worship, for those who are comfortable
joining in. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board for weekly volunteers to make the coffee &
provide snacks. Help cleaning up after coffee hour is also appreciated. Thank you for helping!
Church Pledges
To the congregation: It would be appreciated if you would take the time to fill out a pledge
card for 2020. Either cut and fill out the one below or you will find a pledge card in your
mailbox at church. Please put it in Tom Ingraham’s mailbox or mail it to him (95 Hidden
Creek Lane, Hamlin, NY, 14464) by Sunday, November 22nd. Thank you!

MY PLEDGE TO MORTON BAPTIST CHURCH FOR THE YEAR 2020
To carry on God’s work, to make my Church available to others as it has been to me, to help
maintain my Church’s strength by keeping it financially strong. I promise, God helping me, to
give its support during the coming year, as follows:
$

for CURRENT EXPENSES

$

TOTAL ( ) weekly ( ) monthly

Name:
Address:

November Bible Puzzle

October Bible Puzzle Solution

November
2020
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” – 1 Chronicles 16:34
Sunday
Daylight Saving
Time Ends

1

Monday
Tops
4:00-7:00 pm

2

Tuesday
Election Day

3

Bible Study @
12:00

4

Thursday

5

Friday
Youth Group
7:00-9:00 pm

6

Saturday

7

Choir Rehearsal @
6:00 pm

Communion
Sunday

8

Life Ladies
Sha’s Factory
after church

Wednesday

15

Tops
4:00-7:00 pm

Columbus Day

9

10

29

Tops
4:00-7:00 pm

Tops
4:00-7:00 pm

11

12

Bible Study @
12:00
Choir Rehearsal @
6:00 pm

16

17

Tops
4:00-7:00 pm

22

Veteran’s Day

Bible Study @
12:00

18

19

Youth Group
7:00-9:00 pm

Youth Group
7:00-9:00 pm

13

14

20

21

27

28

Choir Rehearsal @
6:00 pm

23

30

24

25

Newsletter items
due
Bible Study @
12:00
Choir Rehearsal @
6:00 pm

26

Thanksgiving Day

Youth Group
7:00-9:00 pm
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