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But when the kindness and love of God appeared, he saved us, not because of some righteous thing we had
done, but because of his mercy. Titus 3:4 (NIV)

Not Normal Times
I was telling Lori about my quandary about what to write in the Connection this month. I said, “These
are not normal times; I can’t just pretend everything is fine, when it is not.” She reminded me of
something we both saw on Facebook, and it is indeed appropriate:
You’ll have good days,
Bad days,
Overwhelming days,
Too tired days,
I’m awesome days,
I can’t go on days,
And Every Day
You’ll Still Show Up.
This quote comes from a group called the Clergy Coaching Network, designed to encourage clergy. I
think it applies not just to clergy, but doctors, nurses, first responders, mobilized National Guard
personnel, teachers online, restaurant owners and workers trying to keep the business open, truck
drivers, delivery people, supermarket workers, pharmacists, (you can add even more).
Now, I’ve had a few challenges, but these are minor compared to other folks. You have encouraged
and thanked me for showing up on video or by phone. You have shown up in your prayers, concern for
others, supporting the church financially and sticking together as a church even while we are apart.
I’m reminded of what we read in Paul’s Letter to Titus. Titus is a pastor serving on the island of Crete.
We read that God, too, showed up and because of it everything has changed. In the midst of our
showing up, supporting and praying for those who show up, God is still present and on the scene.
Blessings,
Pastor Walter

May Anniversaries:

May Birthdays:
2nd
9th
14th
15th
24th
25th
27th
31st

Sandy Strasenburgh
Julia Ingraham
Lisa Sill
EhLaw Chaw
Lisa Rowley
Margaret Wells
Todd Rath
John Curtis
Ann White

2nd
5th
16th

Brad & Barb Miller
Mike & Trisha Bannack
Jim & Amy Richardson

Attention!
Virtual Messages
Pastor Walter has been providing two messages a week
by video. Each week, he records a Sunday message and a
Mid-Week Encouragement on Wednesdays, sometimes at
our church! Check out our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/MortonBaptistChurchNY/) every Sunday and
Wednesday. Or, if you don’t have Facebook, look for an email from
mortonbaptistchurch@yahoo.com with a typed version. (If you’d like to
receive an email with the messages and haven’t been, please send a quick
note to our church email.)

MBC Chicken BBQ
Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus, our annual Chicken BBQ and Baked Food
Sale has been cancelled for this year. At this moment, it has not been
rescheduled.
A Virtual Chicken Barbeque
I was disappointed to hear that we will not be having our annual
chicken barbeque this year. This is an important fund raiser for our
church, and it is also a wonderful event where we can catch up with old
friends and all be together. I enjoy time with the former pastors that
come to the dinner.
I’m proposing that we have the chicken barbeque in a unique way. On May 16th, think about how
many dinners you would normally purchase (at $10.00 a ticket) and send a check made out to Morton
Baptist Church to Tom Ingraham, 95 Hidden Creek Lane, Hamlin, NY 14464.
Cook your own chicken that night in celebration, pray for our church when you bless the meal, and
take a picture of the meal which we’ll post on the church website and send in your chicken barbeque
contribution.
Let’s all help.
Pastor Walter

Offering Pledges
If you would like to (and are able to) continue your pledges and offering
to help sustain and support our church, please send your contribution to
Tom Ingraham at 95 Hidden Creek Lane, Hamlin, NY 14464.

In and Around the Community
Despite social distancing restraints, Kate
Ingraham was able to celebrate and enjoy her
birthday on April 10th with some visitors!

We are thrilled to hear that Sue Rayburn’s
mother, Joyce, and her sister, Cindy, have both
recovered from the coronavirus! Here is an article
featuring them:
https://westsidenewsny.com/covid-19/202004-27/covid-19-recovery-for-local-woman-andfamily/?fbclid=IwAR3hUUygBJbhOAMITtDrNbmwBv7RnQOxMa066Pk2_FcgEMq5PxcFLBAnc
Please keep Chap and Jan Fabry’s grandson,
Michael, in your prayers as he has been fighting
the coronavirus. Here is the website to follow his
journey:
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/prayersfor
michaelgeorge
We continue to remember in prayer: Pam
Dutton, Chap & Jan Fabry, Kevin & Joyce
Foley, Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice, and
the youth group. Cards, notes, and visits are always
welcome.

Church sign on Easter Sunday
(photo credit: Kathy Scroger)
*Since we are unable to be together on Sundays, I
don’t get to hear prayer requests, praise items,
announcements or updates. If you would like
something included in the next newsletter, please
reach out to me at
mortonbaptistchurch@yahoo.com or send a
message to our Facebook page.

Mothers in the Bible Quiz
1. Who is the first mother mentioned in the
Bible?
a.
b.
c.
d.

7. Which of Leah’s sons brought her
mandrakes?

Eve
Lilith
Sarah
Rachel

a.
b.
c.
d.

2. Whose mother placed him in an ark of
bulrushes?
a.
b.
c.
d.

8. Which Israelite woman had two Moabite
daughters-in-law?

Joseph
Moses
David
Paul

a.
b.
c.
d.

3. Which disciple did Paul commend for having
the same faith his mother had?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Silas
Timothy
Luke
John Mark

Rachel
Leah
Bilhah
Zilpah

a.
b.
c.
d.

a.
b.
c.
d.

Jacob
Esau
Ishmael
Isaac

12. Whose mother took him a little coat once a
year?
a.
b.
c.
d.

David
Samuel
Jesus
Joseph

Answers: 1.a, 2. b, 3. b, 4. a, 5. a, 6. d, 7. a, 8. b, 9. d, 10. a, 11. c, 12. b

Julia
Mary
Rahab
Deborah

Rufus
Hermes
Timothy
Tychicus

11. Who mother got him a wife from Egypt?

Peter
James
John
Matthew

6. Which female judge described herself as “a
mother in Israel”?
a.
b.
c.
d.

A Canaanite
A Gibeonite
An Amorite
A Hittite

10. Whose mother does Paul greet in the letter
to the Romans?

5. Whose mother-in-law did Jesus heal?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Ruth
Naomi
Rachel
Bathsheba

9. In Ezekiel’s prophecy, who is said to be the
other of Jerusalem?
a.
b.
c.
d.

4. Who was Joseph’s mother?
a.
b.
c.
d.

Reuben
Simeon
Levi
Judah

How Hospital Chaplains Pray in a Crisis
Four chaplains on how they are praying for patients during these stressful times. By Rick Hamlin
In the past few days, I have spoken to four hospital chaplains in the New York area, representing a
wide spectrum of beliefs: Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, Buddhist. In the best of times, these chaplains
are dedicated to addressing the spiritual needs of patients. They pray, they support the staff; most
importantly, they listen. But in these stressful times they are the front lines of a crisis. How could we
help them and learn from them?
Remote Prayer
Like so many others, the chaplains can’t see patients face-to-face right now. They can only make
calls to a bedside or speak to family members. One described the scene of self-isolating in her office,
seeing the ambulances arrive and offering her prayers from a distance. Like the chaplains in this
current situation, our prayers can only be remote. But then, does prayer really hold any bounds? As
another chaplain pointed out, “God is already in that patient’s room. It’s not just because I walk in
there.”
Alone But Not Alone
In life or death situations like this, families can normally be present at a hospital bedside. Not now.
The risks are too great. One chaplain found himself unexpectedly a patient in the E.R., his spouse
unable to join him. “I’d never felt so alone,” he said. Even at a hospital where he knew so many of the
staff. Listening to him, I thought of how Jesus often went off by Himself to pray. Alone but not alone.
Would that every patient in such a situation know that divine Presence.
The Indwelling Presence of God
That was how Chaplain Mary described her prayers. Patients can come from all kinds of faith
traditions. She helps them look for the divine that’s in all of us. “That universal goodness of energy
and hope.” As she says, no matter what their faith background, they’re all appreciative of prayer.
Aren’t we all? At night before I go to sleep, I close my eyes and picture the hospital that is only 15
blocks away and all the workers there and the patients. May they know God’s goodness.
Present in the Suffering
Chaplain Ruth described how important she found it to be present to the person’s suffering. Even if
that means finding the glass “only half-full.” Sometimes a family member will want to paint a rosier
picture. Other times they need the opportunity to voice their worst fears. I was struck by how these
chaplains, spiritual healers, are such good listeners. A reminder of how God is always the Listener,
present in our suffering, ready to hear of our pains.
Spontaneous Prayer
This struck me as the profound lesson for all of us, whether we know someone who is a patient in this
crisis, whether we can reach them or not. Now is not a moment to censor our prayers. May they be
heartfelt. Honest, unadorned and shared.
Never Giving Up Hope
At White Plains Hospital in New York, whenever a COVID-19 patient is discharged, he or she is
celebrated with a round of applause from the staff and the image of a butterfly goes up on the wall,
one for every discharged patient. The lobby wall has hundreds of butterflies now, a sign of hope for
the staff and all who enter. A reminder to all of us in our prayers, never ever give up hope.
Source: https://www.guideposts.org/print/faith-and-prayer/prayer-stories/how-to-pray/how-hospitalchaplains-pray-in-a-crisis

May Bible Puzzle

April Bible Puzzle Solution

May
2020
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever
lives and believes in Me shall never die.” – John 11:25-26
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