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A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Proverbs 15:1

Kind Words
Well, I finally decided to get a Facebook account. I resisted over the years and usually looked occasionally at
my wife’s when friends sent something interesting or funny. Now I’m on my own and am still not sure if it is a
good idea. It’s not that one can’t ever get too many pictures of cats, sunsets, or other interesting observations.
I’ve also come to appreciate good and funny posts. I love seeing pictures of friends that live in our former
communities; I see little kids and neighbor’s children all grown up. I get several history posts which are always
interesting, and one friend likes to send me jazz videos. The pastor friends on Facebook do keep me engaged
and up to date on books, trends, and events. Also, I love to share the funny and witty stuff I receive.
Then there is the other stuff; lots of angry and reactionary stuff that people seem to post daily if not hourly. I
see posts from friends on the right and left politically usually accompanied by an unflattering picture on the
object of their distaste. This concerns me, since I know some of these folks are fellow believers. I also know
that in normal face-to-face conversations with these folks, they are not like that at all.
Now I’ve been around long enough as a pastor and been to enough church meetings to know that sometimes,
even in church, unkind and angry words are spoken. It is usually either money or change in the way church is
done that sparks the emotions. I heard an old saying more than once: “If you have two Baptists you have three
opinions.”
Of course, we do live in a time of divided opinions, be these political, environmental, or our local schools and
communities. You don’t have to go on Facebook to find something to which a strong opinion or reaction might
apply.
The writer of the Proverbs, wise Solomon, many times reminds us of wise ways and foolish ones. He reminds
us also that God looks for and delights in wise and right choices. How we choose to live our lives, set our
priorities, and even the words we use, matters. As believers we can make a difference in all ways in the world
around us. While it can be said, actions speak louder than words, words and the emotions, grace, hope, and
faith behind them matter too.
I’ll most likely stay with Facebook because I find some fun and some wit there. More importantly, in life I want
to be slow to anger, compassionate, and full of grace that God in Christ gives me.
Pastor Walter

2-19-2020 TRUSTEE MEETING
In attendance: Dale Rowley, Gary House, Frank Hoffman, Carol Duerr, Tom Ingraham,
Marilynn Kundrata
Meeting was opened at 7 pm.
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. Carol made a motion to accept, Frank
seconded.
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. It was agreed to transfer $5,000 from the
Endowment fund to the Capital Fund. All accounts are on budget. No changes are
recommended to the endowment fund. Frank made a motion to accept the report, Carol
seconded.
The furnace inspection has been completed.
The church passed the inspection by the Fire Marshall.
Sandy Strasenburgh, Todd Rath and Kathy Scroger have agreed to be back-up money
counters with Tom Ingraham. It was recommended that more than one person be present
when the offering is counted.
Carbon Monoxide and smoke detectors have been purchased and installed. The cost was
$314.
The furnace that heats MacQueen Hall and the basement will need to be replaced this
summer. We received a quote from Hometown for $3,349. Tom inquired about air
conditioning for MacQueen Hall. The existing duct work isn’t set up to accommodate air
conditioning.
It was recommended that we not replace the boiler that heats the sanctuary at this time.
The leaks have been repaired and the pressure lowered so that there are no CO2
emissions. A regular maintenance schedule is recommended. Even though the boiler is
60+ years old it is running well.
Kaitlyn Curtis asked to borrow the two chairs in the narthex to be used for the Kendall
musical.
We received a letter from NYCIRB to audit our payroll records. Marilynn will contact them
an ask that the audit be scheduled when Ralph Olney is available to answer questions.
The next meeting will be March 18th at 7pm.
The meeting was closed at 7:30pm.

March Birthdays:
8th
12th
15th
18th
27th
28th
31st

Tim Wakefield
Robert Kundrata
Maxine Wahl
James Henry
Belinda Henry
Marilynn Kundrata
Ethan Richardson
Jessica Kundrata

March Anniversaries:
3rd
Dennis & Carol Duerr
22nd Lank & Audrey Dobbins

Kitchen Item:
The kitchen item for
March is:
Toilet Paper

Upcoming Events
Kendall High School Musical
This year, Kendall Junior/Senior High School will be performing
“Annie,” the musical based on the popular comic strip by Harold Gray,
Little Orphan Annie. With a perfect combination of street-smarts and
optimism, Annie warms the hearts of audiences as she rises from nextto-nothing in NYC. She is determined to find her parents, and though
things don’t quite work out as she plans, she manages to thwart the plans of evil Miss
Hannigan and find a new family with billionaire Oliver Warbucks, his secretary Grace Farrell,
and her lovable pooch, Sandy. The show stars our own Lauren Miller as Annie and MacKenzie
Jenks as the orphan July. “Annie” is directed by Jeremy Rath with assistant director, Kaitlyn
Curtis. The performances will be Friday, March 20th at 7:00 PM and Saturday, March
21st at 2:00 PM and 7:00 PM. See Kaitlyn Curtis for tickets ($7 each).
Beef-on-Weck Dinner
Our annual Beef on Weck dinner will be held on Saturday, March 21st. Each dinner will be
served with German potato salad, applesauce, and a chocolate chip cookie. We will be serving
take-outs only from 4:00-6:00 PM. Tickets are $10.00. There will also be a 50/50 raffle. For
tickets, see Dave or Sandy Strasenburgh (585-659-2527).

Bus Trip to Lancaster, PA
Barb Siebert is planning another bus trip for September 21-24 to
Lancaster, PA. The main attractions will be Queen Esther at the Sight &
Sound Theatre, Saturday Night Fever at Dutch Apple Dinner
Theatre, and the Amish Experience at the F/X Theatre. The
cost will be $450 for a double room which includes bus transportation, lodging,
3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, play admissions to Queen Esther and Saturday Night
Fever, Kitchen Kettle Village, Bird-in-Hand Farmers Market, Amish Experience,
and a tour of Lancaster. Please contact Barb for more information and to signup (bjsiebert@msn.com).

This is the day the Lord has made;
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Psalm 118:24

We are saddened to hear that renowned
ophthalmologist Dr. Mina Chung, who Liz
Pearson’s mother worked with, died in a skiing
accident on February 13th while in Italy attending
a medical conference.

In and Around the Community
Congratulations to Pastor Walter and Lori
Steenson who became grandparents in January!
Charlette May was born to Chris and Alexa on
January 28th. Pastor Walter and Lori were able to
visit their granddaughter and the new parents in
Arizona in February.
We are overjoyed to
announce the birth of
Sophia Joy Cater on
February 13th – just 17
seconds shy of Valentine’s
Day. Baby Sophia was 8 lbs.
3 oz. and 19.5 inches long.
Angela went to the hospital
early on the 13th with
preeclampsia and was
immediately induced. The
first induction didn’t work,
so they tried a second drug
to induce the labor.
However, they ended up doing an emergency csection. Sophia’s bilirubin level was high causing
jaundice in addition to low blood sugar. Doctor’s
suspected she had “breastmilk jaundice” so they
switched her to formula as a trial. In addition,
while Angela is healing from major surgery, she
was battling high blood pressure in addition to
the physical and emotional stress. Thankfully,
both Angela and Sophia were able to go home on
February 21st. Congratulations to Dan, Angela,
and big sister Grace! We can’t wait to meet her!
We’re thrilled to hear that Pastor Tony Bartolucci
and his wife, Lois, of Christ Church of Clarkson
were able to adopt two sisters, ages 7 and 11,
from Washington state. The Bartolucci’s only
daughter, Giana, passed away from injures from a
car accident in 2016.

Please remember Tom DeMarco in your prayers.
He has been diagnosed with lung cancer. His
parents, Jim and Kathy DeMarco, are neighbors of
John and Tammy Cook.
Natalie Cook’s mother’s uncle, Bill, has been
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive form of skin
cancer. Please keep him, his wife Dawn, and the
family in your thoughts.
We’re happy to hear that Ben, Katie Kundrata’s
husband, is back in the United States! After
waiting for paperwork to clear for over a month,
Ben is reunited with his family.
A co-worker of John Cook’s, Brian, lost his wife
unexpectedly. He walked into a different room,
and when he came back, his wife had died. Please
remember him in your prayers.
Please continue your prayers for EhLaw Chaw,
Frank Hoffman, and family. EhLaw is receiving
24-hour care at the Children’s Psychiatric Center
in Buffalo. Once she finishes her 90-day program,
she will be transferred to Rochester for a 3-6month program. EhLaw was able to spend time
offsite and got her hair done. Frank has expressed
that she was just like the “old” EhLaw, and that he
can see that spark in eyes that we can all associate
with EhLaw in times of happiness.
Joan Purvee’s son-in-law is going to evaluate and
assess damages of homes in Puerto Rico. Please
pray for safe travels.
We send our condolences to the Pearson family.
Liz Pearson’s aunt, her mother’s sister, passed
away in Austin, TX. She suffered from COPD and
had lung problems but had a natural passing.
A friend of Amy Richardson, Danielle Howard, and
her family, including five children, are
missionaries in China. They are ready to return
home to the United States but are unsure if or
when they’ll be able to leave.

Dale Rowley’s sister Carolyn had surgery in
February. We pray for a speedy recovery.

Remember Dale Rowley in your prayers as he
continues to heal from his knee replacement.

We received a thank you note from Kendall High
School’s National Honor Society for our donations
to PAWS.

Robert Cook is in need of prayers and spiritual
guidance.

Bev Olney is responding well to her trial. They are
unsure if Bev is receiving the actual medication or
the placebo, but she and Ralph remain in good
spirits.
Youth Group member Amber Boger’s mother’s
friend, John, recently had a heart attack and is in
the hospital.

We continue to remember in prayer: Pam
Dutton, Chap & Jan Fabry, Kevin & Joyce
Foley, Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice, and
the youth group. Cards, notes, and visits are always
welcome.

3 Steps to a Spiritual Spring Cleaning
by Tiffany Jothen

Spring is a time to start fresh – to wash windows, sweep the doorstep and purge your closet. Sometimes
our spiritual lives need a deep cleaning, too. As you refresh your space at the start of this new season,
don’t neglect the space inside – your very soul, the core of who you are. Here are three questions to ask
yourself as you take a spiritual inventory.
1. What needs to go?

Let’s be honest, some things should go straight to the trash. We’re talking broken, falling apart, cobwebcovered this and thats we probably never should have owned in the first place. Think of a tucked away
box that hasn’t been opened in ages. That’s what our sins can be like. We harbor all this guilt and shame
over past mistakes and hide them away in the untouched corners of our hearts, never to see the light of
day. What if we unpacked all the baggage and laid it before God? What if we actively turned away from
our sins (that’s called repentance), and said, “Here you go, God. All the broken pieces of my life are yours
now.” God is ready to give you a new start. Take the first step by seeking His forgiveness and asking for
His direction as you move forward in your newfound freedom.
2. What can you give away?

It can be daunting, but also gratifying, to pare down your possessions. So often, we hold onto things we
haven’t used in years because maybe we’ll need them one day. Or we feel an attachment to something
and can’t bear to release it to the donation pile. But those things have a tendency to bog us down and
clutter our lives. In the end, it feels good to let them go. So, what part of your faith life can you give to
others? As followers of Jesus Christ, we aren’t supposed to keep Him all to ourselves. He commands us to
share His Good News with others. Think of someone you can talk to about Christ’s love for us. Ask a
friend to become a prayer partner or read the Bible to someone who’s unable to. Keep your eyes open for
opportunities to mentor a new Christian. Look for ways to serve as Jesus would serve.
3. What needs some love?

Don’t worry, you don’t have to let go of everything. Perhaps the pillows just need to be fluffed, the
shelves dusted or the universal “junk drawer” reorganized. Our spiritual lives can usually use some
tidying up, too. Think of all the letters the Apostle Paul wrote to churches about keeping the faith. It takes
work, he told them – constant energy to get along, set a good example, and generally be faithful to Christ.
There’s no shortcut to a relationship with Jesus. It takes time and effort – elbow grease, you could call it.
Whether your faith life needs a fresh coat of paint or total renovation of the heart, there’s now better
time to jump in than now. Start with one thing at a time – maybe it’s alone time with God, spending time
in the Bible, or treating others as He would.

Wherever you begin, remember you’re not spring cleaning alone. God Himself can help you
cut through the spiritual clutter in each area of your life.

March Bible Puzzle

February Bible Puzzle Solution

March
2020
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” – Matthew 5:6
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