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Pentecost
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:1,4
Pentecost is the last great celebration of the Christian year (following Christmas and Easter). Pentecost was also a longestablished Hebrew celebration before Christianity, which the disciples were in Jerusalem to celebrate. In Deuteronomy
16:9-10 we read, You shall count seven weeks; begin to count the seven weeks from the time the sickle is put to the
standing grain. Then you shall keep the festival of weeks for the Lord your God, contributing a free will offering in
proportion to the blessing you have received from the Lord your God.
In biblical Palestine, there were at least two principle harvests: the early one in May/June and the later fall harvest. Also,
before the May wheat harvest, there was another harvest of barley called First Fruits. If you count the seven weeks from
First Fruits to Feast of Harvest or Feast of Weeks it is approximately 50 days and pente means 50.
Harvest time then was a community and religious time and a gathering for family and friends. For those who did the hard
work of farming the land, this was a needed rest and celebration and a time to reflect on God’s blessings. Since
Jerusalem’s Temple was still the center of worship (even for Jesus’ followers) the city would be crowded with people
from far and near to worship and celebrate.
Those disciples were in many ways regular Hebrew folks that came to the city of Jerusalem because it was part of their
faith (as still being observant Jews). Festivals of Weeks or Pentecost did not have the deep tradition and reflection of
Passover and was more likely a time to be enjoyed and to be together. What happened, though, was not simply reflecting
on the blessing of God in their lives, but to receive another and new blessing that would change them and change the
world; the giving of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus, when he was with the disciples, had given a promise that they would not be alone or without comfort and
understanding. We read in John 14:26 But the Advocate (helper), the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything and remind you of everything and remind you of all that I have told you.
We read that there was wind and fire came upon them there in the house and they were given power to speak in other
languages. Peter and others spoke the gospel in the languages of those gathered in Jerusalem. We read later 3,000 people
came to faith in Jesus and were baptized.
That however is just the beginning of the power and work of the Holy Spirit in the church and in our lives. For it is by that
same spirit we know Jesus in our lives, are able to pray, understand God’s Word and use the gifts the Spirit gives each of
us to build up the church and increase our faith.
Let us seek the Holy Spirit always.
Pastor Walter

TRUSTEE MEETING 5/19/19
In Attendance: Gary House, Ralph Olney, Tom Ingraham, Tony Callari, Marilynn Kundrata
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed, Tony made a motion to accept, Gary seconded.
The Treasurer’s report was reviewed. Investments are doing well, $6,000 has been taken out of
interest earned and put in the Capital Fund. Ralph would like to move $3,000 from the checking
account into the Capital Fund. This money can always be transferred back when/if needed. RG&E
budget payment will increase by $300 next year. All accounts are on budget. Tony made a motion to
accept, Gary seconded.
Suburban Disposal has not been picking up the garbage by the back door as agreed. Gary will contact
them.
A representative from Keyboard Repair gave an estimate for the repair of the organ. It will need to be
cleaned and rewired and may need a new amp. The total cost of repair would be $4,660. At this time
the cost is prohibitive. It was suggested that we could start a fundraiser if the congregation would like
to go forward with the repairs.
We have $300 in the budget for VBS. Tony made a motion to send a check to Kendall Methodist
Church in support of VBS, Gary seconded.
The Pastoral Search Committee asked about compensation for a new minister. Ralph will review our
finances and make a recommendation. We will most likely have to hire a part time minister.
A letter of transfer was received for Angela Cater. The Trustees unanimously agreed to accept
Angela’s membership.
The next meeting will be held June 19, 2019 at 7pm.

May Bible Puzzle Answers

(Fourgive and Fourget)

Upcoming Events
Kendall Fireman’s Carnival
The Kendall Carnival will be held June 20th-22nd. There will be a
several events each day. For more information, go to
www.kendallfire.com.
Vacation Bible School at Concordia Lutheran Church
The Kendall United Methodist church is hosting the annual Vacation
Bible School at the Concordia Lutheran Church on June 24th-28th.
Each day begins at 9:00 AM and ends at 12:00 PM. For more
information or if you wish to help in any way, please contact Jill
Groves or Mary Kepler.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group at Concordia Lutheran Church
Lifespan and the Alzheimer’s Association present the Finger Lakes
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Institute: A place to connect with caregivers, family,
and friends of persons with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias. They
meet the third Thursday of the month at Concordia Lutheran Church (1769
Kendall Road) from 1:00-2:00 pm. For more information, please call 1-800272-3900.

Attention!
Pastoral Committee
The Pastoral Committee is in the process of developing a church profile that will be
available for potential pastors. If you have any ideas or concerns, please contact a
committee member. In addition, Andrew Cook and Kaitlyn Curtis are nearly finished
with the church website, which will also be a great resource for finding the best fit.

June Birthdays:
4th
7th
9th
10th
15th
25th

Katie Richardson
Diane Sill
Dale Rowley
Cord Sullivan
Alexis Knaak
Jerry Wahl
June Greeters:

2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

Frank Hoffman
Joan & Dave Purvee
Fred Conradt & Lee Shields
Nancy Walker
The Johncox Family

June Anniversaries:
4th
10th
13th
19th
23rd
30th

Sue & Jim Rayburn
Andrew & Natalie Cook
Valerie & Gregg Sill
Tammy & John Cook
Bev & Ralph Olney
Marilynn & Bob Kundrata
Rev. Walter & Lori Steenson
Kitchen Item:
The kitchen item for
June is:
Dishwashing liquid

In and Around the Community
On April 28th, the youth took over the church
service. Katarina Wlosinski impressed everyone
with her piano piece, while numerous youth
group members shared their personal reflections
and favorite scriptures. In addition, Abi Jenks
spent the night before at the Senior Bash at school,
which meant she only had 3 hours of sleep! We
are truly blessed to have such talented and
devoted young people in our church family.
Congratulations to Katie Kundrata and her
husband Ben as they became parents to baby
Zaara Kundrata on May 8th! Zaara was born with
club feet, and just received her first set of casts at
the end of May. She will have the casts replaced
every week for 8 weeks and will then have
surgery. Following surgery, she’ll have a cast for
three weeks. Please keep Zaara and her new
parents in your thoughts and prayers.
At our annual Chicken BBQ, we served 59 in the
dining room and 209 take-outs, while the bake
sale sold out of baked goods (with a profit of
$245.50)! Thank you to Sandy Strasenburgh for
organizing the dinner, Nancy Walker for
organizing the baked foods sale, and to all who
helped sell tickets, clean, prepare food, serve, and
cleanup.
Please keepPastor Jim and Alice Richardon’s
niece, Beth, in your prayers. She has been having
several health issues.
Dave and Sandy Strasenburgh’s son-in-law, who
lives in Texas, had surgery in early May. We pray
for a speedy recovery!
Skip and Kathy Scroger’s son-in-law Chris’s sister
suffered from seizures recently, which resulted in
a diagnosis of a brain tumor. She had surgery to
address it.
Congratulations to Lizzie Pearson’s sister,
Rebecca, for graduating from SUNY Plattsburgh
with a degree in psychology.

Lizzie Pearson’s father, Vern, was surgery on his
elbow to repair a mostly detached tendon. His
recovery may take up to a year. We pray for quick
healing.
Jessica Kundrata had jaw surgery on Wednesday,
May 22nd. The surgery required her jaw to be
broken in one place, instead of the three places
they originally thought. She will have a 6-8 week
recovery. Please keep her in your prayers!
Eileen Young’s aunt, Cora Bissell, suffered from a
stroke in May. She was able to come home from
the hospital, but then had to return. Please
remember her in your prayers.
Our new Rochester Genesee Region Executive
Minister, Rev. Dr. Sandra Hasenauer visited our
church on May 5th. She brought Linda, a field
student from the seminary, with her. Linda is
focusing her study on interim ministry as a career
and will be following Pastor Walter as part of her
research. We are honored for your visit!
Jason Johncox had a heart attack on May 3rd. One
of his arteries was 100% blocked. He had a stent
put in at Strong Memorial Hospital, and is now
recovering. We’re so grateful to have you back at
church with us! Please keep him in your prayers
as he continues to recover.
Ralph and Bev Olney’s daughter-in-law’s mother,
Abbie Church, suffered from a massive stroke in
May. Remember the family in your thoughts.
Please keep the family of Robert “RJ” Smith in
your prayers. He passed away on April 29th at the
age of 87.
https://mitchellfamilyfuneralhomes.com/tribute
/details/6794/RobertSmith/obituary.html#tribute-start
Natalie Cook’s mother, Betsy, traveled to the
Cleveland Clinic in May to see if she would be a
good candidate for further brain surgery. We
hope for good news! In addition, Natalie’s
grandmother, Noreen, had hip surgery on May
10th. We pray for an easy and quick recovery.

Congratulations to Skip and Kathy Scroger who
found out they are going to be greatgrandparents! Their granddaughter Devan is
expecting.

We are thrilled to hear that Pam Dutton will be in
remission on June 5th! This is wonderful news!
Pam will be heading to Maine on June 9th. We wish
you a safe and enjoyable trip!

The Cook family traveled to NYC for the Focus on
the Family event in early May. The event took
place in Times Square where a livestream was
broadcast on the massive digital screens. The
event focused on the sanctity and wonder of
human life. The livestream can be watched from
here: https://events.focusonthefamily.com.

We continue to remember in prayer: Fred Conradt,
Pam Dutton, Chap & Jan Fabry, Kevin & Joyce Foley,
Helen Mattern, RoseMary Mintz, Ralph & Bev
Olney, Joan Purvee, Pastor Jim & Alice, and the
youth group. Cards, notes, and visits are always
welcome.

Dad’s Hands
by Mary Fairchild

Most fathers don’t realize the extent of their influence and how their godly behavior can
make a lasting impression on their children. In this poem, a child focuses on her father’s
strong hands to illustrate his character and express how much he has meant to her life.
Dad's hands were king-size and strong.
With his hands, he built our home and fixed all the broken things.
Dad's hands gave generously, served humbly, and loved mom tenderly, unselfishly,
completely, unendingly.
With his hand, Dad held me when I was small, steadied me when I stumbled, and
guided me in the right direction.
When I needed help, I could always count on Dad's hands.
Sometimes Dad's hands corrected me, disciplined me, shielded me, rescued me.
Dad's hands protected me.
Dad's hand held mine when he walked me down the aisle. His hand gave me to my
forever love, who, not surprisingly, is very much like Dad.
Dad's hands were the instruments of his great big, rugged-tender heart.
Dad's hands were strength.
Dad's hands were love.
With his hands he praised God.
And he prayed to the Father with those big hands.
Dad's hands. They were like Jesus' hands to me.
Thank You, Dad
(Anonymous)
Thank you for the laughter,
Thank you for the shoulder,
For the good times that we share,
To cry on when I'm sad.
Thanks for always listening,
This poem's a reminder that
For trying to be fair.
All my life through,
Thank you for your comfort,
I'll be thanking heaven
When things are going bad,
For a special dad like you.

June Bible Puzzles
Pentecost
Amazed
Apostles
Day of Pentecost
Heaven

Holy Spirit
House
Languages
Multitude
Sitting
Speaking in Tongues
Tongues of Fire
Wind
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing.” – John 15:5
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