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A Little More Christmas, Please
But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us… Titus 3:4,5
Christmas was on a Sunday that year and, as I drove home from church, I saw more than a few Christmas Trees
placed by the side of the road for the village to pick up for mulch. I’m glad that the village does this and reuses
the trees. I was, however, taken aback by the symbolism of a tree that, several hours before was decorated and
surrounded by Christmas presents, was now all done. It seemed to say to me, Christmas is now over and
finished.
I kept mulling over the thought that Christmas was done. I had just finished preaching a Christmas Day sermon
and, as preachers tend to do, was already thinking about my plans for the next couple of weeks in church. There
would be a sermon the following week and another close to January 6th for Epiphany (The Visit of the Magi).
Of course, as a good Baptist is well aware, the church year is not always a high priority with church folks. Few
folks think about the twelve days of Christmas which is between Christmas and Epiphany except as a song.
There are exactly 12 days between Christmas and Epiphany. Epiphany follows Christmas and completes the
Christmas story with the Wise Men or Magi recorded as the first Gentiles to witness the Christ. The season (or
Sundays) after Epiphany that lead up to Lent have gospel readings that show Jesus revealed to the world in his
ministry, calling disciples and performing his first miracles. Both the birth of Jesus and the later visit of the
Magi are recorded in scripture; the birth in Luke and the Wise Men in Matthew. Of course, the Bible does not
give us the 12 days or even the church year which begins on the first of the four Sundays before Christmas. All
of that has been invented by the church over the centuries long before we were Baptists. It can be seen as
inspired and also as a year to tell the whole story of Jesus life (birth, death and resurrection, the giving of the
Holy Spirit, Jesus teaching and parables and his kingdom) starting all over again at the next Advent.
Most of us have heard the thought expressed that we need to keep Christmas all year long and we surely can
live out and share the good news of Jesus coming into our world every day. We can be gracious and kind,
generous with our resources to help others and share good will and joy every day.
We have, if we choose them, 12 special days to reflect on the story of Christmas, share some joy and friendship
with others as if it is still Christmas Eve. We can read and reread the scriptures and let them touch our hearts.
We can listen to the music of the season and have our spirits lifted. We can take time to read again those notes
from friends in their Christmas cards.
Christmas is not over yet; it began on December 25th.
Pastor Walter

TRUSTEE MEETING 12/18/19
In attendance: Gary House, Tom Ingraham, Marilynn Kundrata, Carol Duerr
The meeting was opened at 7 p.m.
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed.
$1,000 was transferred from the Memorial Fund to pay for the new hymnals. To
date, $210 has been donated for the hymnals.
Todd Rath expressed an interest in becoming a member of the Pastoral
Committee.
The Treasurer reported that $5,000 was transferred to the Capital Fund from the
Endowment Fund. All accounts are on schedule. Investments are doing well; no
changes are recommended.
The proposed 2020 Budget was reviewed. It was agreed to increase the line item
for General Repair by $2,000 to seal and line the parking lot. The monthly bill for
garbage collection has increased from $45.81 to $52.22, the budget line will
increase to $630.
Suggested donations for missions: Fairport Baptist Home $200, United Missions
$200, America for Christ $85, World Missions $120, and One Great Hour of
Sharing $72.
Dale Rowley and Carol Duerr have agreed to be Trustees.
Heberle’s donated the Christmas tree. Tom suggested we get them a gift card as
a thank you. It was also suggested that we get an artificial tree. It would be easier
to put up and take down, and no one would have to water it.

There were not enough Trustees in attendance to vote on any issues. A meeting has
been scheduled for December 29th after church to approve the proposed budget.
Meeting was closed at 7:40 p.m.

January Greeters:
January Birthdays:
1st
6th
7th
8th
26th
28th
31st

Tammy Cook
Dan Cater
Kevin Rowley
Skip Scroger
Natalie Cook
Abigail Villalobos
David Strasenburgh
Kaitlyn Curtis

5th
12th
19th
26th

Frank Hoffman
Nancy Walker
Dave & Sandy Strasenburgh
Joan Purvee

Upcoming Events
Deacon’s Meeting
There will be a Deacons Meeting following the church service on January
5th. The meeting will be brief.
Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 2nd following the church
service. All yearly reports are due to Kaitlyn Curtis by Sunday, January 12th and
will be available January 19th. You can email your reports to the church email

address or put the reports directly in my mailbox. Thank you!
Bus Trip to Lancaster, PA
Barb Siebert is planning another bus trip for September 21-24 to
Lancaster, PA. The main attractions will be Queen Esther at the Sight &
Sound Theatre, Saturday Night Fever at Dutch Apple Dinner
Theatre, and the Amish Experience at the F/X Theatre. The
cost will be $450 for a double room which includes bus transportation, lodging,
3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, play admissions to Queen Esther and Saturday Night
Fever, Kitchen Kettle Village, Bird-in-Hand Farmers Market, Amish Experience,
and a tour of Lancaster. Please contact Barb for more information and to signup (bjsiebert@msn.com).

Attention!
Kitchen Committee
THANKS SO MUCH to the congregation for donating so many of the items that were
requested on the Wish Tree, such as cleaning and kitchen items, paper products, and
office supplies! Thank you for your generosity!! No new special items are needed this
month.

New Hymnals
The new hymnals are in and they are beautiful! We will start using them the first of the
new year. If you would like to make a donation of $15 to defray the cost of the hymnals,
please complete the form below or email the information to
mortonbaptistchurch@yahoo.com. You can make your donation in memory or honor of a
loved one and a name plate will be typed and inserted in a hymnal. If you would like to
keep one of the old hymnals, please feel free to take one once the new ones are in use.
NAME:
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)
DONATION: $

In and Around the Community
Our annual Christmas Eve service was filled with
beautiful music and worship. Thank you to all
who were involved.

We were able to celebrate with cake and cards
with Lank Dobbins as he turned 90 on December
19th! Thank you to everyone who was able to
make this a very special birthday.

Congratulations to Skip and Kathy Scroger as they
became great-grandparents again!

Please keep the Lustumbo family in your prayers.
Louis Lustumbo passed away on December 20th
from a heart attack.
https://fowlerfuneralhomeinc.com/tribute/deta
ils/955/Louis-LustumboJr/obituary.html?fbclid=IwAR1uOdxXyZHGJjqwybEedafEC4K3Ku4dBdJTpaRSpUYxmFon1
KT9m4E_AQ

Rosemary Mintz travelled to Florida in early
December and doesn’t have a return date set yet.
Enjoy your time in the warmth!

Remember our seminarian Lynda Myers’ son,
Gregor, in your prayers. He has been sick for a
month, and they’re not sure what’s wrong.

Congratulations to Lauren Miller who won second
place in the county oratorical competition! She
will continue to the regional level in Buffalo in
January.

Ralph and Bev Olney travelled to Hawaii in early
December with their family. They will be
returning in January. While there, Ralph badly
injured his leg while riding a shuttle bus and
needed to be bandaged. This didn’t stop them
from enjoying their time! See next page for photos.

Please continue to keep EhLaw Chaw, Frank
Hoffman, and their family in your prayers as
EhLaw receives the help she needs and continues
to heal.

Please keep Ralph Olney’s family in your prayers
as they have had several recent losses in their
family. Ralph’s Aunt Dottie passed away on
November 1st after suffering a stroke
(https://www.andersonwinfield.net/obituaries.
php), his Uncle Joseph passed away on November
12th
(https://www.pratagallogly.com/notices/Joseph
-DowiotJr), and his Aunt Lorraine passed away on
December 7th
(https://www.pratagallogly.com/notices/Lorrai
ne-Dowiot).
Congratulations to Marilynn Kundrata’s son,
Michael, who will be leading 94 churches in the
northeast as a part of the AWANA programs.
Pastor Walter and Lori were able to assist their
son, Chris, and his wife, Alexa, as they house
hunted in Maryland in anticipation of their move
from Arizona. Chris will now be stationed at
Andrews Air Force Base, and Alexa has a new job
in military intel.
We’re thrilled that Katie Kundrata, her husband,
Ben, and their daughter, Zara, have safely arrived
in the United States from Malaysia! They will be
remaining in the US.

We continue to remember in prayer: Pam
Dutton, Chap & Jan Fabry, Kevin & Joyce
Foley, Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice, and
the youth group. Cards, notes, and visits are always
welcome.

December Bible Puzzle Solution

January Bible Puzzle

January
2020
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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