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Well, the first month of 2021 is over. We have already experienced some hard things that could make us all
feel very disconnected. Thank the Lord we have put the livestream in place! It has allowed those who need to stay
away the ability to connect with us. On February 7th, we have our annual business meeting, and I would encourage
you who are members to be here. (I would also encourage you who are not members to join our membership!)
Business meetings are not always the most fun, but they are important.
As we move into this new fiscal year and the first full year of my pastoral leadership with you all, we will
begin to look at who we are as a church and what we are being called to be. We have a community around us that is
lost and hurt and in need of God’s love, and I want us to be ready and able to meet those needs, spiritually and
physically. In this time of distance, I want us to evaluate what it is that we are doing as a church and ask questions
like; is this who we are? Is this what God is calling us to be? What are we doing that needs to change or adapt? We
are going to build this all upon the foundation of God’s unchanging Word; however, we need to know, where are we
being called to go and what are we willing to relinquish to God’s leading? These and many other questions are what
we must ask in the process of this year. Through that, all we need to continue to be faithful in what God has given
us.
I want to begin to make some of the changes that we know need to be made, but before I do that I need to
know where you are. To that end, in the next month or so I will be sending out a short questionnaire. It can come to
you via email or in paper form, depending on your desire. I do want as much as possible for these questionnaires to
remain anonymous. When you receive it or pick it up, I want you to take the time before you write anything down to
pray first and ask God to lead you in your answers. I want you to be honest, and to know what you see. It is not a
gripe session or a finger-pointing assignment, but an honest assessment of where you see this church. Also, keep in
mind that just because you suggest something does not mean that it will or will not be done. The leadership of the
church will take this information and we will sit and assess where we are, then go from that to a rational and Christ
centered approach to how we will move forward. Continuing in the understanding that if God changes our course
then we will follow Him.
Why do I tell you all of this? One: so that you have time to begin to think about what you want to say. Two:
So that you have time to pray and ask Father what He wants you to say. Three: because in this process, we as the
leadership of the church are going to need your prayers to discern what it is that Father wants for us and to remain
calm in the process. This endeavor could lead to hurt feeling and bruised egos, and I don’t want any of that. I know it
will happen, but I want us all to remember we are a part of this family in one way or the other and we need to stay
focused on the fact that God has called us to Himself. There are times we forget it and then we become antagonistic
of others. This line of thinking only ever leads to division and anger, and that is not what Father wants from us.
Remember it is unity in purpose and love for the Father, not uniformity of thinking, that has drawn us together.
This will not be a short process, but it will be well worth the time and energy. We have a world around us
that is in need of God’s love, and God wants to use us for His purpose. We must first be prepared, and this is part of
that preparation. Will you help me see what Father has for us and where He is leading us? I love you all and ask
Father to lead us and guide us as we take on this task.
Blessings
Pastor Steven Worrall

1/13/2021 TRUSTEE MEETING
In attendance: Dale Rowley, Tom Ingraham, Carol Duerr, Gary House, Pastor Steve Worrall,
Marilynn Kundrata
The meeting was opened with prayer at 7 pm.
The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed. Tom made a motion to accept, Pastor Steve
seconded.
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. The Endowment fund earned nearly $5,000 in interest
for the month of December. Interest for the year was $23,744. $20,000 was transferred to the Capital
Fund over the year. National Grid increased their bill to $149 per month. Suburban Disposal
increased their bill to $54.83. Tom made a motion to accept the report and amend the budget for
2021 to reflect the increases for National Grid and Suburban Disposal, Carol seconded.
Marilynn will send the mission donations to the following missions: America for Christ $225,
World Missions $20, United Missions $150, Fairport Baptist Home $250.
Dale got quotes from three companies to install nine new windows in the hall, bathrooms and
narthex. They ranged in price from $5,886 to $6,800. It was debated whether it would be worth the
cost. The upgrade would be mostly aesthetic, the increase in energy efficiency negligible. It was
decided to bring it up at the Annual Meeting and get the congregation’s input before making a
decision.
The Annual Meeting will be held February 7th after church. The Deacons are not going to
provide lunch. We may have the congregation remain in the sanctuary for the meeting.
Dale and Pastor Steve reviewed the Constitution and would like to make corrections to a
discrepancy:
Article IV.3f states that the Pastor must receive ⅔ vote of members present to be called, and
Article VI.10 states that ¾ of the majority vote is necessary. The Trustees would like Article
VI.10 be changed to ⅔.
The congregation needs 30-day notice before a vote for amendment can be made. We will schedule
a vote in March.
Article IV.3e states that the congregation can ordain a Pastor. The Pastor should be ordained
by the Regional Director.
Installation Service - the Pastor should be installed at the earliest convenience of the church at a
special service of worship. We will wait until things with the pandemic calm down before scheduling
the Installment Service.
Pastor Steve says things are going well with videotaping the services, but he would like to get
a better camera with better audio.
Diane Grimm gave MBC a check for building use for Country Mouse. Tom made a motion to
not charge her for building use at this time. Carol seconded, approved.
The meeting was closed with prayer at 7:45 pm.
The next meeting will be March 3, 2021 at 7 pm.

February Birthdays:
2nd
4th
12th
13th
15th
26th
27th

Valerie Sill
Rick Zinsmeister
Barbara Miller
Pastor Steve Worrall
Joshua Worrall
Audrey Dobbins
Karen Bond (Sill)
Chap Fabry

February Anniversaries:
8th
Todd & Eileen Young
28th Pat & Ann Polasek

Kitchen Item:
The kitchen item for
February is:
Paper Towels

UPCOMING EVENTS
Lion’s Club Chicken BBQ
The Annual Kendall Lions Club Chicken BBQ will take place on Saturday, February
6th. Pickup at the Kendall United Methodist Church from 11:00 PM – 2:00 PM.
Tickets are pre-sale only. Contact a Kendall Lion to purchase tickets if you haven’t
already. This year’s BBQ is in honor of Stacey (Weisenberg) Lynaugh as she
undergoes cancer treatments. They will be following guidance from the Orleans County Health
Department to provide for the health and safety of their volunteers and patrons. Please wear a
mask when picking up your dinners.

Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 7th following the church
service. Annual reports are available in the narthex of the church.
Annual Baby Bottle Drive
The Care Net Center in Albion will be beginning their annual baby bottle
drive soon! Please start setting aside your loose change (paper money
and checks also accepted).
Beef-on-Weck Dinner
Our annual Beef on Weck dinner will be held on Saturday, March 27th. Each dinner will be
served with German potato salad, applesauce, and a chocolate chip cookie. We will be serving
take-outs only.

ATTENTION!
Sunday School

We are in need of volunteers to teach Sunday school for both the elementary and high school
levels. The program we are using includes guided materials and teacher books. If you would like
to be a teacher and be added to the rotation, please see Brad Miller.

YouTube Channel
We now have a YouTube Channel – Morton Baptist
church – where we will be sharing our weekly
services. This is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSXn4-vhPDyXzDb7aivU2Ug

Life Ladies received a thank you note from Life
Solutions and a thank you from the Youth Group
for their generous donations.

In and Around the Community

Congratulations to Pastor Steve for completing
his degree in biblical studies with magna cum
laude honors! We couldn’t be happier for you!
A friend of Natalie Cook’s grandmother in Florida
fell through his attic floor in late December. He
suffered a brain bleed while on blood thinners.
Please remember Carl and his wife Jean in your
prayers.
Please keep the Billings family in your heart and
prayers. Longtime Kendall resident and beloved
Kendall High School retired art teacher Tracy
Billings passed away at the age of 62 on December
20th following a short illness.
https://mitchellfamilyfuneralhomes.com/tribute
/details/7334/TracyBillings/obituary.html#content-start
Friends of Dave and Sandy Strasenburgh, Tom
and Jackie Spring, lost their daughter, Stephanie,
to cancer. Pray for their healing.
Eileen Young’s aunt, Avis Porter, suffered a heart
attack on Christmas morning, which led to her
death on January 1st.
https://obits.democratandchronicle.com/obitua
ries/democratandchronicle/obituary.aspx?n=avi
s-r-porter-rayburn&pid=197420586&fhid=7382

Mary Callari received a call from her friend Stella
McGrath in early January stating that her
husband, Michael, was at Rochester General
Hospital to repair stents and passed on the table.
Thankfully, doctors were able to bring him back
to life. Stella is unable to be with him because of
Covid restrictions. Please continue to pray for a
swift recovery.
Please remember the family of David Higgs in
your prayers. Rev. Higgs passed away on January
2nd. He was the pastor of our church in the 80s. We
were the first congregation he served. Rev. Higgs
and his wife Barbara religiously attended each of
our annual dinners.
https://obits.democratandchronicle.com/obitua
ries/democratandchronicle/obituary.aspx?n=da
vid-lotee-higgs&pid=197469271&fhid=13409
Joan Purvee’s granddaughter’s husband, Dave,
lost his father in early January. Please pray for the
family.
Please continue prayers for the Men’s Group as
they continue to grow in numbers and in
camaraderie.
We continue to remember in
prayer: EhLaw Chaw & Frank
Hoffman, Pam Dutton, Chap Fabry,
Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice Richardson,
Sally Shiffer, and the youth group. Cards, notes, and
visits are always welcome.

Kathy Scroger found an article regarding the 100th anniversary of Morton Baptist Church
in an old Hilton newspaper from 1932, which includes the Morton Baptist Church
history to that date. Kathy transcribed the article since the online newspaper was
difficult to read and print. I will be including installments of the history throughout the
next few newsletters for your enjoyment! You can find part one below.
(Transcribed from the Hilton Record w/o Nov. 6, 1932 & written by Betty Keller)
CHURCH COMPLETES 100 YEARS OF SERVICE
Centennial to Be Celebrated Sunday with Special Service
Former Pastors to Give Greetings
Long Been Center of Community
Morton Baptist Church will observe its centenary Sunday, November 18, with
ceremonies that revive memories of pioneer days in Monroe County and settlement
by hardy people.
The “Church of the Future” will be the subject of an address at the afternoon
service at 3:30 to be given by the Rev. David Jones Evans, M.A., TH. D. LL. D professor
at Colgate-Rochester Divinity School. Mrs. W.D. Moore, church historian, will read
a history of the church which she has prepared. Services with preaching by the
Rev. Alfred E. Issac of the Baptist Union will be conducted as usual at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by a dramatization, “The Spirit of Morton Church.” Personal
reminiscences will be added by the oldest members of the church.
Rev. C. F. Eddy of Odessa and Rev. George N. Hobart of Richmond Hills, Long
Island, former pastors of the Morton church, will be present to give greetings.
They, with some sixty former members of the congregation, will be guests of the
church at a dinner in Johnson Hall immediately following the morning service.
The original church, erected in 1832 on the present site of the Morton Grange
Hall, as well as the present building, erected in 1889, was located on the Hamlin
side of the Monroe-Orleans County Line at West Hamlin (formerly known as East
Kendall and changed to Morton in honor of Governor Levi P. Morton about 1895.)
The Town of Hamlin, in its present form, was set off from Clarkson in October
1852, as the Town of Union. The early history of this town is so interwoven with,
and a part of, the history of that section of the country embraced within the
original Town of Murray, founded in 1807 and lying both side of the county line,
and, at a later date, Clarkson, that it is difficult to localize it within the
present geographical lines.
Hamlin was not only the last town organized in Monroe County, but its
settlement was the latest and most unpromising and its growth the slowest and
most difficult of any town in western New York. The section must have been settled
by men of sterling character and indomitable will, if the progressive and
persevering, strong-minded inhabitants today are true descendants of these early
pioneers.
The first lot of land in Hamlin was purchased by James M. Casson in 1804; the
first settlement made by Jonah and Samuel Randall of Maine, one the father of
Lewis Randall, in 1896. About the same time, one James Billings by name settled
near the lake on the east side of Sandy Creek, built a home and set out an orchard,
which is now probably the oldest orchard in the town. The late Henry Billings is
probably his descendant. Mrs. Helen Wentworth Billings, widow of Henry, is still
living at the advanced age of 90 with her daughter, Mrs. Millard Hincher, who,
with her husband, is one of the most zealous and enthusiastic workers in the
church today.

January Bible Puzzle Solution

February Bible Puzzle

February
2021
“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others
has fulfilled the law.” – Romans 13:8
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