
 

 

 

 

 

 
The Larger Church 

 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose. Romans 8:28 
 
There are two difficult tasks that are before me; writing my last article for the MBC Connection and 
preaching that last sermon on August 16th. It is never easy to say goodbye to the people with whom you 
have shared the journey of faith. Over these past two years, we’ve celebrated, mourned, planned, prayed, 
studied together, and moved forward as a church. So, I tell you in all sincerity, it has been a joy and a 
privilege. I have to say that with the Co-Vid 19 virus, it has also been more challenging to me. I hope to 
never have to preach again to a laptop computer in an empty sanctuary. I thank you for all your prayers, 
kind words, and support during these last 5 ½ months. It was such a joy to come back to the sanctuary and 
see your faces once again. I know your new pastor will surely benefit from that same kind of support and 
encouragement. 
 
Years ago, I became the friend of a chaplain who was stationed at the Naval Base near my community. I 
remember him telling me that as a chaplain you have to believe in the larger church that is out there.  He 
wasn’t necessarily talking about a denomination or some church hierarchy, but rather the spirit that is alive 
and working in the lives of believers wherever they go. I experienced that later when I became a chaplain in 
the Army. I found this especially true when I was deployed in 2004. At the theater R & R site, I might have 
a one- or two-day interaction with a soldier or marine, and then they were off back to their unit. I was 
blessed that some of them came to worship on Sunday when they could have done many other things. 
 
In a sense, we have been part of that larger church. It is true we’re part of the American Baptist Churches of 
our region, and that did bring us together; but more than that we have journeyed together as fellow 
believers. We’re not all the same, some of us are conservative, and others more moderate in our faith 
understanding. Some of us love to sing and others can’t carry a tune. Some of us have roots that go back 
generations; others have accents like mine that give us away as from another place. Yet, in all this, the 
spirit has been working and bringing us together for a time. That time will soon come to an end, as it 
should, for I had a specific ministry to do here in Morton. I will have a new title, that of “friend”. 
 
I rejoice in the truth of the larger church and how that same spirit has brought a new pastor and future to 
Morton Baptist Church.  
 
Blessings, 
Walter 
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August Birthdays: 
 
 12th    Helen Mattern 
 17th  Nancy Walker 

20th Molly Richardson 
25th  Mary Callari 
31st  Grace Cater 
15th Carolyn House 

August Anniversaries: 
 
7th Pastor Jim & Alice Richardson 
13th Ryan & Karen Bond 
16th Bob & LuAnn Henry 
18th Tom & Julia Ingraham 

 
 

2020 Wilmot Warrior Walk 
 
Hello Church family. As we reflect back on 
the 2019 Warrior Walk, we realize how truly 
blessed we are to be surrounded by so many 
loving and caring family and friends. Over 
300 individuals donated $26,150 to Team 
Olney. Team Olney won the team 
fundraising award, I won the individual 
fundraising award, and was honored to win 
the Wilmot Warrior Award.    
 
Team Olney is proud to join the fight against 
cancer again this year. Each year, 
thousands are diagnosed with cancer. I was 
diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia in 
July of 2011. Statistically, acute myeloid leukemia (AML) patients have a 28% chance of 
surviving 5 years. Many of you have followed my journey as I have fought this awful 
disease. I was given a 50% chance of surviving the first stem cell transplant in November of 
2011. After falling out of remission in March of 2014, I was given less than a 17% chance of 
surviving the second stem cell transplant. July 2020 will mark 9 years since the original 
diagnosis. 
 
In addition to fighting the leukemia, I have survived the significant side effects caused by 
the treatment. The most serious being a major heart attack due to a pulmonary embolism, 
severe graft versus host disease, 2 muscle diseases which attacked and destroyed 70% of 
muscle mass and at least 20 other significant side effects requiring hospitalization and 
treatment.  
 
The Doctors, nurses and researchers are extensions of God’s good work. Those who work 
on cancer cures cannot do their work without our financial support. Team Olney has 
committed to raising $10,000 to continue support of the cancer research which was started 
with our original gift to the Wilmot Cancer Institute almost 7 years ago. The results are 
promising, but much more needs to be done. Since launching the 2020 campaign, Team 
Olney has raised $10,650 as of July 17, 2020. 
 
2020 has been a very unusual and unsettling year in a lot of ways. Cancer did not stop 
because of COVID-19. The UR Medical Center lost significant revenue and profits due 
to the impact of the virus. Fundraising for cancer research and development is needed 



more than ever. Money raised in previous fundraisers plus gifts given to the cancer center 
from generous people like you provided treatment plans that helped save my life. I would 
not be alive today had it not been for that research and development activity. The odds 
against survival were somewhat daunting. 
 
Proceeds from this fundraising effort will be added to funds already raised to support 
cancer research efforts at Wilmot Cancer Institute led by Drs. Calvi, Becker, Liesveld and 
their teams. We will send an update of the impact our fundraising has had as soon as we 
receive it. Please show your support by joining me and my family at the 2020 Virtual 
Wilmot Warrior Walk or by giving a donation today! We set another significant goal of 
raising $10,000, not because it was easy to achieve, but because these funds are necessary 
to find targeted cures to prevent the significant side effects that usually occur with today's 
treatment plans. To date, we have had individuals pledge over $6,000 to our team. Please 
help us help those that will be affected by cancer in the future. God Bless all of you who 
chose to help...Team Olney 
 
To make a donation, go to my personal link: 
http://teamraiser.rochester.edu/site/TR?px=1038107&fr_id=1360&pg=personal 
 
The Bible has a lot to say about generosity as a desirable character trait. Proverbs 
22:9 says, “The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with 
the poor.” God is generous, and He expects us to follow His example. God’s generosity is 
evidenced all around us. 
  
You too can make a difference in someone's life!!! 

Attention!
 

Message from Trustees 
On behalf of the congregation, the Trustees would like to extend their heartfelt 
appreciation and gratitude to Pastor Walter for answering the call to be our Interim Pastor 
for the past two years. It has been a joy and a privilege to welcome him into our Church 
family and to get to know him as he led our Worship and Bible Study, became involved 

with our Youth Group, offered guidance on our search for a new Pastor and shared in our joys and 
concerns. We wish him happiness and plenty of time on the golf course as he resumes his retirement and 
hope to have him visit us from time to time. Please join us for refreshments after Worship, Sunday August 
16th to celebrate our time together and to wish him a fond “God Be with You till We Meet Again”. 
 
Please join us in welcoming Pastor Steve Worrall, his wife Alli, and their children to our Church family. Steve 
will start his tenure as Pastor of our Church on Monday August 17th, with August 23rd as his first Sunday 
Service. He plans on having Office Hours, with times to be announced and continuing Bible Study on 
Wednesday’s. The Office phone number remains the same: 585-659-8459, and he can also be reached by cell 
phone: 585-354-9779 and by email: pastorsteve712@gmail.com We look forward to seeing what God has 
planned for our future together. 

 
CURE Picnic 
Unfortunately, our annual CURE Picnic has been canceled this year due to the 
coronavirus. 

	



	
	
	
	
	
	

In	and	Around	the	Community	
	

Congratulations	to	Robert	Cook	for	accepting	a	
teaching	position	at	a	private	charter	school	in	
Chicago!	He	will	be	teaching	physics.	
	
Please	keep	Sue	Rayburn’s	sister,	Patti,	and	her	
brother-in-law	in	Florida	in	your	prayers.	They	
have	both	been	diagnosed	with	Covid-19	and	are	
very	weak	and	sick.	
	
Lisa	Rowley’s	brother’s	stepson,	Jake,	has	been	
exposed	to	the	coronavirus	in	Georgia.	Three	of	
his	friends	have	contracted	the	disease.	Please	
keep	him	in	your	prayers.	
	
We’re	thrilled	to	hear	that	Marilynn	Kundrata’s	
granddaughter,	Zaara,	has	started	to	walk!	This	
is	a	huge	accomplishment	for	the	14-month-old	
as	she	began	the	first	six	months	of	her	life	in	
casts	followed	by	surgery	after	being	born	with	
club	feet.		
	
Tammy	and	John	Cook	have	recommended	the	
miniseries	“The	Chosen”	which	brings	the	gospel	
to	life.	
	
Dale	Rowley’s	sister,	Diana,	lost	her	mother-in-
law	in	July.	Remember	Diana	and	her	husband,	
David,	in	your	prayers.	
	

Please	keep	Youth	Group	member	Caitlyn	Jenks	
and	her	mother	in	your	prayers.	Her	mother	has	
been	diagnosed	with	nonalcoholic	
steatohepatitis	which	may	lead	to	needing	a	liver	
transplant.		
	
Pastor	Walter	and	Lori	Steenson	were	able	to	
visit	their	son,	daughter-in-law,	and	
granddaughter	in	Maryland	in	July.	Lori’s	97-
year-old	mother	was	able	to	join	them	on	the	
journey.	Their	son	Chris	will	soon	begin	training	
to	fly	planes	for	distinguished	passengers	(from	
the	First	Lady	to	4-star	generals).	
	
The	Youth	Group	had	a	wonderful	time	at	Dave	
and	Traci	Purvee’s	home	on	Lake	Alice	in	late	
July.	They	spent	the	day	boating	and	in	the	
water.	In	all,	Brad	and	Barb	brought	17	kids.	A	
special	thank	you	to	the	Purvee	family!	

We	continue	to	remember	in	prayer:	EhLaw	Chaw	
&	Frank	Hoffman,	Pam	Dutton,	Chap	Fabry,	Helen	
Mattern,	Rosemary	Mintz,	Ralph	&	Bev	Olney,	
Pastor	Jim	&	Alice	Richardson,	Sally	Shiffer,	and	
the	youth	group.	Cards,	notes,	and	visits	are	
always	welcome.

August Bible Puzzles  
	
Dingbats are a form of rebus puzzle. They are a say-what-you-see puzzle that uses word play 
and cryptic devices to convey a hidden meaning.  
 

1.                                                                               2. 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
		

July Bible Puzzle Solution 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



10 Suggestions for Welcoming a New Pastor 
Advice from a Pastor 

 
Pray for the pastor daily – It’s something I’m almost expected to say, but there is truly no greater comfort 
for a pastor than to know people are praying for them by name. As a pastor, I could literally feel people praying 
for me at times. On an especially stressful day, I would sense God’s protection by the prayers of God’s people. I 
believed in prayer so much I always had a personal prayer team.  
 
Love and honor the pastor’s family – This includes helping them acclimate to the community. Especially 
if there are still children at home, they will need more family time at home, not less. The family is stretched and 
stressed – out of their comfort zone and pulled in so many directions. Let the pastor have adequate time at 
home. Let the family time be honored as much as their time at church. 
 
Tell the pastor and family your name each time you meet – And, then tell them again. And again, if 
necessary. Learning names may be the hardest thing a new pastor has to do. Give them ample time to learn 
yours and, please, never trick them or ask them, “Do you remember my name?” That may be one of the 
hardest questions I received as pastor, because I always wanted to and couldn’t always. (Frankly, sometimes on 
Sunday mornings I couldn’t remember my own name.) 
 
Don’t gossip about the pastor or family – There will almost always be changes when a new pastor comes 
to a church. If you don’t understand something simply ask. Be very careful not to propagate misunderstandings. 
Be a positive voice for the future. And, stop gossip and rumors as soon as you hear them. 
 
Speak encouragement – Say, things like, “Pastor, I’m here to help.” And, mean it. Find positive things with 
which to encourage the pastor and family. Send a personal, hand-written note. And, don’t write, “I’m thankful 
for you, but…”. Just say thank you. Those notes are kept forever. 
 
Introduce the pastor to leaders – In the church and in the community, it is helpful if the pastor knows the 
influencers whom they will likely encounter during their ministry. The earlier they can know them the better. 
 
Let the pastor set the pace – It will take a while for a new pastor to figure out their stride. Give them your 
understanding during this time. They may not make every visit you want them to make. And, depending on the 
size of the church they may not ever make every visit you think they should. There’s only so much time in a day. 
They may not place priority where you think it needs to be placed. They may not introduce change as fast as 
you want them to or change may seem too fast for you. This is all part of the newness in a time of transition. Let 
them set the pace – especially in the early days. 
 
Don’t offer a million suggestions – There will be time for that, but the new pastor needs time to learn the 
church. Most likely you’re already doing lots of things – some good and maybe some not so good. Let them 
learn who you are as a church, before you fill their head with too many new ideas. 
 
Don’t prejudge their performance – A new pastor will make their own mistakes. Don’t hold a previous 
pastor’s mistakes against them. Don’t assume, based on their history or your expectations of them, that they will 
perform a certain way. They may. They may not.  
 
Extend the honeymoon – Honestly, it usually seems too short anyway. If the pastor begins to make any 
changes at all, some people lose faith in them. A new pastor needs time to acclimate. They need time to learn 
you and the church. Keep loving and supporting them, even when changes become harder to make and harder 
to accept. If God brought the pastor to your church, God wants to use them there. Let God do as God intended. 
 
 

Source: https://ronedmondson.com/2018/08/how-to-welcome-a-new-pastor-10-suggestions.html  
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“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
– John 15:11 
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