A p r i l

2 0 2 0

The

Morton Baptist Church
Rev. Walter’s Phone: 585-729-2502
Church Telephone: 585-659-8459
mortonbaptistchurch@yahoo.com

Sunday Service: 10:30 AM
Bible Study: Wednesday at 12:00
www.facebook.com/273938523674

For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of selfdiscipline. 2 Timothy1:7
I was thinking about the songs and hymns we sing at church after the benediction; Go Now in Peace,
God Be With You ‘Til We Meet Again. Of late, these songs seem to be more than just the end of
worship; these express our love for one another and our longing to be back together. I’m reminded of
my time in the military when I was deployed; it was a hard thing to leave my family even knowing I
was going to a relatively safe place. Coming back home was the best.
In our time of deployment from one another and our worship together it is clear that we will be apart
for a time. Some say a few more weeks while others are talking months. Whatever the case turns out to
be we, too, will do our time, our duty.
You might ask, well, what is our duty? There is no mystery there, taking precautions, limiting contacts
with others, washing our hands, etc. But that is only part of our duty. As believers we know the need
and power of prayer; pray for yourself, loved ones and pray for those who are trying to stop the
coronavirus. It might be helpful to bring to mind another member or friend you are thinking about. If
we all did that, we would cover our church and one another in prayer.
Also, part of our duty is to live out what we believe. If we sing “Go Now in Peace,” we understand that
where we go, what we are experiencing is where God is too. God has neither abandoned us nor is he
punishing us.
We know that God will be with us ‘til we meet again. When I was deployed, like many military
members, I counted the days. Then after a while you simply stop counting and just do the job every day
and not dwell on the time. Then, before you know it, someone reminds you that you have about a
month left and need to finish up what you are doing and start out-processing (which takes time).
I can’t tell any of you what to do and these days are hard on all of us. Try to make the most of each day
and make a difference each day. Things will come to an end for sure and we’ll be together again. That
will be a great and glorious day indeed.
Pastor Walter
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April Anniversaries:
10th Dave & Sandy Strasenburgh
30th Dale & Lisa Rowley

Upcoming Events
Bus Trip to Lancaster, PA
Barb Siebert is planning another bus trip for September 21-24 to
Lancaster, PA. The main attractions will be Queen Esther at the Sight &
Sound Theatre, Saturday Night Fever at Dutch Apple Dinner
Theatre, and the Amish Experience at the F/X Theatre. The
cost will be $450 for a double room which includes bus transportation, lodging,
3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, play admissions to Queen Esther and Saturday Night
Fever, Kitchen Kettle Village, Bird-in-Hand Farmers Market, Amish Experience,
and a tour of Lancaster. Please contact Barb for more information and to signup (bjsiebert@msn.com).
Cancellations
Due to the Federal guidelines regarding COVID-19, we will not have church services, bible study,
choir rehearsals, or any other regularly scheduled meetings during the month of April.

In and Around the Community
Our church raised $512 in 20 baby bottles for the
Care Net Baby Bottle Drive! That’s pretty good for
a small church for a great cause! Thank you to
everyone who contributed!
Congratulations to Tyana Burroughs of our Youth
Group for winning first place in Kendall’s Talent
Show! Tyana performed an original song on the
ukulele.
Thank you to John Cook for leading the service
while Pastor Walter and Lori went to visit their
granddaughter in Arizona last month.
Dale and Lisa Rowley went to Pittsburg last
month to celebrate Dale’s mother’s 90th birthday!

We’re thrilled to hear that Natalie Cook’s father,
Bill, found a job! He was to begin orientation in
early March.
Please continue prayers for Tom DeMarco as he
begins chemotherapy and radiation to fight his
lung cancer.
Sue Rayburn’s mother and sister were both
diagnosed with the coronavirus. Both are slowly
beginning to feel better. Her mother is still
extremely weak, but her sister’s fever has broke!
It’s even more difficult for the family since they
are unable to help or be with them at this time.
Please continue your prayers.
We continue to remember in prayer: Pam
Dutton, Chap & Jan Fabry, Kevin & Joyce
Foley, Helen Mattern, Rosemary Mintz,
Ralph & Bev Olney, Pastor Jim & Alice, and
the youth group. Cards, notes, and visits are always
welcome.

The Empty Egg
by: Ida Mae Kempel

Jeremy was born with a twisted body and a slow mind. At the age of 12 he was still in second grade, seemingly unable to
learn. His teacher, Doris Miller, often became exasperated with him. He would squirm in his seat, drool, and make
grunting noises. At other times, he spoke clearly and distinctly, as if a spot of light had penetrated the darkness of his
brain. Most of the time, however, Jeremy just irritated his teacher.
One day she called his parents and asked them to come in for a consultation. As the Forresters entered the empty
classroom, Doris said to them, “Jeremy really belongs in a special school. It isn’t fair to him to be with younger children
who don't have learning problems. Why, there is a five-year gap between his age and that of the other students.”
Mrs. Forrester cried softly into a tissue, while her husband spoke. “Miss Miller,” he said, “there is no school of that kind
nearby. It would be a terrible shock for Jeremy if we had to take him out of this school. We know he really likes it here.”
Doris sat for a long time after they had left, staring at the snow outside the window. Its coldness seemed to seep into her
soul. She wanted to sympathize with the Forresters. After all, their only child had a terminal illness. But it wasn’t fair to
keep him in her class. She had 18 other youngsters to teach, and Jeremy was a distraction. Furthermore, he would never
learn to read and write. Why waste any more time trying?
As she pondered the situation, guilt washed over her. Here I am complaining when my problems are nothing compared to
that poor family, she thought. Lord, please help me to be more patient with Jeremy. From that day on, she tried hard to
ignore Jeremy’s noises and his blank stares. Then one day, he limped to her desk, dragging his bad leg behind him.
“I love you, Miss Miller,” he exclaimed, loud enough for the whole class to hear. The other students snickered, and Doris’
face burned red. She stammered, “Wh-why that’s very nice, Jeremy. N-now please take your seat.”
Spring came, and the children talked excitedly about the coming of Easter. Doris told them the story of Jesus, and then to
emphasize the idea of new life springing forth, she gave each of the children a large plastic egg. “Now,” she said to them, “I
want you to take this home and bring it back tomorrow with something inside that shows new life. Do you understand?”
“Yes, Miss Miller,” the children responded enthusiastically-all except for Jeremy. He listened intently. His eyes never left
her face. He did not even make his usual noises. Had he understood what she had said about Jesus’ death and
resurrection? Did he understand the assignment? Perhaps she should call his parents and explain the project to them.
That evening, Doris’ kitchen sink stopped up. She called the landlord and waited an hour for him to come by and unclog it.
After that, she still had to shop for groceries, iron a blouse, and prepare a vocabulary test for the next day. She completely
forgot about phoning Jeremy’s parents.
The next morning, 19 children came to school, laughing and talking as they placed their eggs in the large wicker basket on
Miss Miller’s desk. After they completed their math lesson, it was time to open the eggs. In the first egg, Doris found a
flower. “Oh yes, a flower is certainly a sign of new life,” she said. “When plants peek through the ground, we know that
spring is here.” A small girl in the first row waved her arm. “That’s my egg, Miss Miller,” she called out. The next egg
contained a plastic butterfly, which looked very real. Doris held it up. “We all know that a caterpillar changes and grows
into a beautiful butterfly. Yes, that's new life, too.” Little Judy smiled proudly and said, “Miss Miller, that one is mine.”
Next, Doris found a rock with moss on it. She explained that moss, too, showed life. Billy spoke up from the back of the
classroom, “My daddy helped me,” he beamed.
Then Doris opened the fourth egg. She gasped. The egg was empty. Surely it must be Jeremy’s she thought, and of course,
he did not understand her instructions. If only she had not forgotten to phone his parents. Because she did not want to
embarrass him, she quietly set the egg aside and reached for another. Suddenly, Jeremy spoke up. “Miss Miller, aren’t you
going to talk about my egg?” Flustered, Doris replied, “But Jeremy, your egg is empty.” He looked into her eyes and said
softly, “Yes, but Jesus’ tomb was empty, too.”
Time stopped. When she could speak again, Doris asked him, “Do you know why the tomb was empty?” “Oh, yes,” Jeremy
said, “Jesus was killed and put in there. Then His Father raised Him up.”
The recess bell rang. While the children excitedly ran out to the schoolyard, Doris cried. The cold inside her melted
completely away.
Three months later, Jeremy died. Those who paid their respects at the mortuary were surprised to see 19 eggs on top of his
casket....... all of them empty.

April Bible Puzzle

March Bible Puzzle Solution
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2020
“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. And whoever
lives and believes in Me shall never die.” – John 11:25-26
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